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To the many who have cared,

"We take our spiritual consecration and try to make it into a calt of God, but when we are one with
God, He brushes this aside. Then God gives us a tremendous, riveting, painful reality to focus on,
something we never dreamed would be His callfor us. And for one flashing moment we see God,s
purpose and say, '*lsre am l! Send me.' lsaiah 6:8" (Chambers, Oswald . My Utmost for His Highestl

I never expected to be set aside for a special calling. one tends to assume that such calls are reserved
for those leading lives not so ordinary as the ones most have us have known. once summoned,
however, much to my surprise, I readily consented to follow the call, despite not knowing where it
would lead me.

Given the disruptive and uncertain nature of unexpectedly transitioning from a former life to its yet
to be defined replacement, anxiety dogged me day and night. The transition would eventually be two
years in the process, and even at its conclusion, I remained on unsure footing for some time to come.
My previous profession as a pastry chef did little to prepare me for the work I had undertaken.

Several things saw me through so prolonged a time of uncertainty. First and foremost was the belief
that God had orchestrated my circumstances, simultaneously granting them urgency and an
unmistakable sense of inevitability. My heart consented with what God had ordained and endlessly
encouraged me to trust in God's infinite wisdom and unwavering care. ln addition, I believed that, if
God had led me to Guatemala to find my life's purpose, by working in earnest to fulfill it, l,d ultimately
find harmony and know peace.

The passing of years has shown that I was naive on the last count. without question, moments of
harmony and peace have touched me, but sustaining them has proven to be more challenging then I

had imagined.

" 'After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain. There
he was transfigured before them.' Mark 9:2. we have all experienced time of exaltation on the
mountain, when we see things from God's perspective and wanted to stay there. But...the true test
of our spiritual life is in exhibiting the power to descend from the mountain. We are not made for
the mountains or other beautiful attractions of life - they are intended to be moments of
inspiration. we are made for the valley and the ordinary things of this life and that is where we
prove our stamina and strength.,, (Oswald Chambers)

It would be easy to conclude that, by working in earnest to fulfill one's preordained purpose in this
life one would, as a natural consequence, routinely manifest the earthly equivalent of a heavenly
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